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complete disarmament, for the complete annihilation of the means
of warfare. We were informed that there could be no question
about renouncing war, that one may temporarily speak about
peace, but that one must always prepare for war. We were given
this answer both before and after the general signature of the
Kellogg-Briand Pact, which would seem to have renounced war
as a method for the solution of international disputes.
But not all capitalist States, at any or every time or always,
desire war to the same extent. Any, even the most imperialist,
State, at any given time, may become strongly pacifist. This
happens when it has either suffered a defeat in war, and therefore
requires a certain interval before it can be ready for a new war,
or when it has as antagonist a far more powerful State or group
of States and the general political situation is unfavourable; or
it may happen when a country has become over-satiated with
victories and conquests and requires a certain period of time for
the assimilation of these conquests. There are also other factors
which may predispose countries against war. For instance,
internal disturbances, economic weakness, etc.
M. LITVINOV, the Soviet Foreign Minister, at
the Session of the Central Executive of the
U.S.S.R., December 1933.
It would, however, be an altogether erroneous deduction from
what I have said to conclude that all the capitalist States are now
aiming at war and are directly preparing for it. That is far from
true. Side by side with the very few countries which have either
already replaced diplomacy by military operation or, not being
yet ready for it, are preparing to do so in the near future, there are
countries which have no such immediate aims. They have their
own antagonisms with other countries which they do not imagine
can be solved other than by war, but these antagonisms have not
yet become so acute as to make war an actual present possibility.
Considering, however, that war is inevitable, and on the other
hand not being any too interested in the preservation of general
peace, they do not wish to bind themselves, and therefore avoid
assuming obligations which in their view would quite unnecessarily
consolidate peace, such as Pacts of Non-Aggression, of the
Definition of an Aggressor, etc. Possibly they might even not be
averse to a small fight between other States in which they them-